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TO THE PEOPLE OF 
TENNESSEE 
1916 
JOHN W. OVERALL 
To the Voters of Tennessee: 
As heretofore announced by me, in my race for 
Governor, it is not my intention to engage in a speech-
making campaign of the State. I was, not selected 
as a candidate for Governor on account of my ability 
as a spell-binder, because it was a well-known fact, 
and thoroughly understood at the time I was nomi­
nated, that I made no special pretension to public 
speaking. The people who nominated me were of 
the opinion that hot air was not a necessary qualifi­
cation of a candidate for Governor, and that the du­
ties of the executive office do not require an ora­
torical display with their every performance. In 
othe?" words, the convention which nominated me rec­
ognized that what Tennessee needed most of all was 
a genuine business administration, and that the can­
didate for Governor should be a man of business abil­
ity and experience, rather than a man whose only 
recommendation to the electorate of the State might 
be his ability to juggle with words in a way to enter­
tain the people on the hustings. What Tennessee 
needs, and what the welfare of her institutions and 
industries demands, is a conservative, virile, thor­
ough-going administration—an administration dedi­
cated and consecrated to the moral and physical 
development and upbuilding of Tennessee resources 
and Tennessee interests. 
I am a plain business man and farmer. True, I 
have held public office, and I think I realize the se­
riousness and the solemnity of the obligation and 
responsibility which every public official should feel; 
but I am fundamentally and essentially a business 
man and a farmer. If I am elected Governor of Ten­
nessee, I shall take with me to that office the expe­
rience I have acquired in a business career extending 
over a quarter of a century, and if I find that the 
same rugged honesty which is necessary to carry on 
ordinary business can not survive in the guberna­
torial atmosphere, I will proceed to clarify that at­
mosphere, because any office or business that can 
not be run according to the tenets of common every­
day honesty is radically wrong and should be imme­
diately rectified. 
TOO MUCH POLITICS. 
We have had entirely too much politics in recent 
years in Tennessee. Politics is all right in its place, 
but there are times when the people of the State 
should be permitted to rest and go about their various 
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pursuits and occupations free from the din and tur­
moil and unsettled conditions which designing poli 
ticians seek to produce, and upon which they feed 
and thrive. I know of no worse enemy to society 
and the State than the professional, perennial, "pen-
nyrile" politician—the fellow who follows the game 
in season and, out of season, and has nor wants no 
other means of livelihood. He realizes that his ex-
istence depends upon his ability to keep the people 
in a high fever of excitement. And what cares he 
this creature who "toils not and neither does he 
spin," hut whose gaudy apparel outshines that of 
King Solomon in all his glory—for the welfare of t e 
State, if he be comfortably ensconced in a job with 
a fat salary? I regard this class as an incubus, a 
nightmare and a perpetual menace to the peace and 
well-being of the State, and if I had my way about it 
they would have to go elsewhere than Tennessee to 
ply their nefarious trade. I believe in filling public 
offices with those best qualified for the work to.be 
performed, and I would no sooner place a disrepu­
table or unqualified man in a position of public trust 
and responsibility than I would place him in charge 
of my own private affairs. The State of Tennessee 
is simply a large corporation, instituted and organ­
ized for the government and protection of the people. 
Its citizens are its stockholders and its officials are 
its directors. If the corporation is to prosper and 
pay dividends in the way of blessings to its stock­
holders, the people, its affairs must be put in the 
hands of honest, faithful, and competent officials. 
What is true of a private business institution is like­
wise true of a great State. Its future and prosperity 
are in direct ratio and proportion to the character of 
the services rendered by those who have its manage­
ment and destiny in charge. 
What we need in Tennessee is to retire the pro­
fessional "peanut" politicians, who, like vampires, 
are sucking at the vitals of our commonwealth, and 
place in their sitead men who are equipped by train-
, ing and experience for the arduous duties of looking 
after the State's interests; and when this is done, 
poor old politically jaded, ring-ruled Tennessee will 
take her proper place among the sisterhood of the 
States of the Union. 
A BUSINESS MAN. 
As stated before, I was nominated for Governor 
of Tennessee mainly upon my record as a .business 
man. I know that it is a sort of biennial habit for 
candidates for Governor to launch their campaigns 
by loudly proclaiming that they will give the people 
a business administration. This promise has been 
made so often and deliberately broken that I confess 
a sort of delicacy in saying to the people of Tennes­
see that I will give them a business administration 
of the executive office, lest they may say: "Qh, well, 
it is the same old story and Joke; Overall is handing 
us the same old stereotyped, antiquated drivel." 
I am not a politician. I have no friends to favor 
nor enemies to punish. I have a profound interest 
in the possibilities and welfare of the old Volunteer 
State. I want to see her progress, her inexhaust­
ible resources developed, her manifold interests, sub­
served and improved, her children educated, and her 
people happy apd prosperous. I realize that these 
things can come only through an economical and 
efficient handling of her affairs—a purely business 
government. 'If elected Governor of Tennessee, I 
pledge you to exert every'agency of the executive 
office to give Tennessee such a government as will 
bring economy and efficiency to all her departments 
and institutions, education to her young, comfort to 
her homes, and the contentment which naturally fol­
lows-to all her people. 
• PRESENT ADMINISTRATION NOT A 
BUSINESS ONE. 
I take the position that the administration of the 
past two years in Tennessee has been a dismal fail­
ure from a business standpoint, and I shall, as briefly 
as passible, undertake to show that this is true. Two 
years ago my opponent traversed the State from Car­
ter to Shelby assailing the administration of Gov. 
Hooper, which he lustily denounced as evil, ineffi­
cient an'd extravagant, and promising, in the event 
of election, numerous reforms. He promised econ­
omy in the administration of the State's affairs, the 
elimination of useless offices and graft, and the re­
duction of salaries. These promises of economy and 
elimination of useless offices have not only been fla-
' grantly disregarded, but a large number, of new offices 
were created and salaries were shamelessly in­
creased. The legislature, under the whip of the ad­
ministration, turned out of office practically every 
official in the State, and their places, as well as the 
many new offices created, were filled with partisans of 
the administration, without regard to the qualification 
or business experience of the appointee. Scarcely a 
man has been appointed who had proven a success 
in his private business. The result has been mis­
management of the State's institutions, and extrav­
agance and loss where there^should have been a good, 
substantial profit. The most notable instance of this 
is to be found in the management of the State prisons. 
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STATE BOARD OF CONTROL. 
A large part of the time of the legislature and the 
energies of the Governor were expended, during the 
last session of the legislature, in tearing down and 
rebuilding the various State departments. The bill 
creating the State Board erf Control is truly a 
"FORCE BILL" if there ever was a force bill passed 
by a legislative body. It and other measures tore 
down every State department over which the Gov­
ernor had control, turned out practically every offi­
cial in the State, destroyed what had been building 
up, by the wisdom of our legislature, for fifty years, 
and recreated and rearranged practically every de­
partment. This bill was the most important act 
passed by the last legislature, and was far-reaching 
in its effect. It affected and changed, in its ramifi­
cations, practically all of the State's business, and 
yet it was forced through the legislature with whip 
and spur. It- was never printed .before it was placed 
upon its third and final reading for passage. It was 
never read in full in the committee room, or given 
any deliberation. It was reported without being al­
lowed any consideration by the committee upon the 
promise that it would be reported to the house 
an order made to furnish each member with a printed 
copy before its passage, but this was- never done. 
When it came up for final passage all amendments 
were voted down without debate and it was farced 
through, as stated, without ever being printed. As 
I said, if there ever was a "force" bill, this is one, 
and it is one of the most important and stupendous 
pieces of legislation considered in many years by the 
general assembly, destroying and recreating every­
thing, and changing all the methods of running the 
State's affairs, and important as it was, it was never 
discussed on the hustings or in the press. Its 
effect in its operations has been most disastrous 
to the State's business, as will be shown. The only 
object, it would seem, for forcing through this bill 
was to create and vacate fat offices for the Govern­
or's partisans. An illustration of the many danger­
ous features of this bill is the provision for a pur­
chasing agent—one man—to purchase all the pro­
visions and supplies for all the penal and charitable 
institutions of the State. This one man will spend 
annually a vast sum of the people's money. A 
bad man could afford to pay a good sum for this job 
a year. It affords a great field for graft. Under this 
"force" bill, practically all of the institutions of the 
State were put under the charge of three men, giving 
them almost unlimited power. At the same time the 
members of this board were put under the control of 
the Governor, so that he could use, through one head, 
the organization of every State institution as a part 
of his political machine. 
This State Board of Control, among its other func­
tions, was created to take the place of the Prison 
Commission, and the salaries of its, members were 
.increased from $3,000 to $3,600 for two and to $4,000 
for one, while the secretary of this board receives a 
salary of $2,000, and the "purchasing agent" a'salary 
of $3,000. 
That the salaries of the members of this Board of 
Control were made higher than necessary, merely to 
reward political services^ is evident when it is noted 
that the chairman of the Board of Control went direct 
from employment as manager of a fifteen-ton ice 
plant at a salary of $75 a month to a salary of $4,000 
a year as chairman of this board. Was it advisable 
or necessary to increase the salary from $3,000 to 
$4,000 in order to secure the services of a man who 
was then employed at a salary of $900 a year? 
Another member of this Board, who has under his 
charge the three insane asylums., the blind school, 
and other institutions of the State, formerly served 
under Governor Patterson's administration as fer­
tilizer inspector at a salary of $1,200 a year. 
It was claimed, in justification of the act abolish­
ing the prison commission and placing the prisons 
under the newly created board, along with other in­
stitutions of, the State, that the reorganization would 
result in greater efficiency and economy in the man­
agement of these institutions. Has it done so? 
What has been the result? It has been disastrous. 
The prison system which was superseded by the 
Board of Control was instituted under the adminis­
tration of Benton McMillin, one of the best Govern­
ors the State has ever had, and it has been one of 
the .best paying assets of the State, supplying the 
treasury each year with many thousands of dollars 
of net revenue. 
PRISON SYSTEM CONVERTED FROM ASSET 
TO LIABILITY. 
Under Governor Hooper's administration, for the 
three years prior to 1915, it paid net profits to the 
State amounting to more than $300,000—more than 
$100,000 a year. But under the present Board of 
Control, during 1915, the main prison lost to the 
State, in round numbers, $50,000, and the entire sys­
tem lost about $20,000. No juggling with figures by 
the "experts" of the administration will be able to 
show that the change has resulted in gain to the 
State. 
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THE STATE FARM. 
Tennessee owns the finest body of land to be found 
anywhere In Dixie. It cost the taxpayers of the State 
in the neighborhood of a half million dollars. It is 
situated in a bend of the great Cumberland River, and 
its fertility is only equaled by the Valley of the Nile. 
It is near the State prison and is cultivated by con­
vict labor. Under the administration of Governor 
Hooper, with a skilled and scientific man to oversee 
it, the farm yielded to the treasury of Tennessee 
handsome returns. When the present Governor en­
tered upon the duties of his office, he placed in charge 
of the farm a good, experienced man. After a short 
while, however, this competent, experienced man 
was discharged, for some reason, and a man was 
placed in his stead who, I am informed, never owned 
an acre of land and who is incompetent to manage 
such a farm, and who knows nothing about scientific 
farming. In such circumstances and conditions as 
these, how can the present administration expect to 
show a balance on the right side of the ledger, even 
with a "Board of Control" in charge? 
Another instance of rank mismanagement to which 
the attention of the people is directed is the action 
of the present administration, through its Board of 
Control, with regard to the leasing of the convicts. 
Just before the beginning of Governor Hooper's first 
term, the convicts of the State were leased for terms 
of five years. These leases extended through Gov­
ernor Hooper's two terms, and did not expire and 
come up for renewal until after the present adminis­
tration came into power. What was done? The 
Board of Control renewed the leases without even 
taking competitive bids—except in the case of one 
lessee, who, unfortunately for him, had been an anti-
administration man. This lessee was forced to pay 
a substantial increase for the convict labor used in 
his factory. The others were permitted to hold their 
cheap convict labor without competitive bids. 
NEW OFFICES AND SALARY INCREASES. 
The warden of the prison at Petros had his salary 
increased from $1,800 to $2,500, with living expenses 
added for himself and family. The salary of the 
warden at the main prison was also increased in like 
proportion. The chaplain of the prison at Petros had 
his salary increased from $750 to $1,250. 
Three new judgeships were created at salaries of 
$3,600 each, amounting to $10,800 per year. 
The xiffice of the Secretary of the State Printing 
Commission was created at a salary of $1,800 a year. 
Another clerk was created in the office of the Gov­
ernor at a salary of $1,200. 
A new and fat job was created under the Board of 
Control—that of purchasing agent—at a salary of 
$3,000. 
The salary of the Secretary of the State Funding 
Board -was increased from $1,800 to $2,400. 
There was an increase in the salary of the State 
Mine Inspector. 
The telephone operator's salary was raised from 
$720 to $900. 
A stenographer for the State Librarian was created 
at a salary of $1,200. 
The. State Board of Charities was given $2,000 for 
clerical help. 
The capital improvement fund was increased $1,000. 
A State Highway Commission was created, com­
posed of five members, with expenses, and an office 
force, composed of a secretary, an assistant secre­
tary, and a stenographer. Under this act, during 
fourteen months, there has been collected $193,516.30. 
The cost of running the department, including sal­
aries, etc., for the same period, was $12,032.36. 
The Chief Fire Marshal's salary was increased 
from $1,800 to $2,400, and the salaries of his deputies 
were raised from $1,500 to $1,800. 
For partisan advantage, three members were added 
to the Stat;e Board of Education, increasing the cost 
of that department by so much for per diem and 
expenses. 
A full eorps of teachers for the Polytechnic Insti­
tute at Cookeville was. made necessary by the act 
establishing this school. These salaries will run into 
many thousands of dollars. This school probably 
will accomplish great good in the section in which 
it is located. I am merely citing these as new po­
sitions created under the present administration. 
The salary of the clerk in the office of the State 
Archivist was increased from $500 to $900 per year, 
and the office of Archivist abolished by failure to 
provide a salary for the position. This was done in 
order to get rid of one of the best men in the State, 
who was at that time holding the position under ap­
pointment by Governor Hooper. 
The only reduction in salaries under the present 
administration, so far as I have been able to learn, 
is in the pay of the guards at the prisons. 
New offices and salary increases, that I have been 
able to discover by investigating the records have 
cost the State more than $50,000 a year—somewhat 
of a showing in the face of promises to abolish use­
less offices and reduce salaries. I do, not say that 
some of these new positions may not have .been nec-
I 
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essary, but I charge that many of them were not, and 
that in this respect the present administration vio­
lated pre-election promises and pledges. 
RECKLESS EXTRAVAGANCE. 
Was the lavish expenditure on the Governor's man­
sion an evidence of good business? When the bill 
of $7,387.45 for this work was presented in the House 
one member asked: "Bid you buy a Governor's man­
sion?" For painting and decoration $2,204 was ex­
pended—enough to buy a pretty respectable home-
but the Governor wanted birds and flowers painted 
on the walls and ceilings. For new furniture $2,405 
was expended—a pretty high price when you con­
sider that it was already furnished nicely enough for 
both Governor Patterson and Governor Hooper and 
their families. This does not look like economy. 
Fifteen hundred dollars was also ispent in "redecor­
ating" the Governor's office at the Capital. 
FORGOTTEN PROMISES. 
One of the greatest "achievements" of the present 
administration is illustrated by its action in regard 
to the Fire Marshal law. After promising to wipe 
out the Fire Marshal's office, it was transformed into 
a distinct department, its name changed to that of 
Fire Prevention Commission, the salaries of the chief 
officer and his deputies increased, and power given 
them to expend the entire fire marshal's fund on sal­
aries and expenses. With such power it may be as­
sumed as a certainty that there would be nothing 
left at the end of the fiscal year to convert into the 
treasury. 
Having promised to abolish the convict lease sys­
tem, that promise was disregarded and the leases 
renewed without competitive bids, except in one case, 
where the lessee happened to not be the political 
friend of the Governor. In the case of this lessee an 
increase was demanded and obtained. 
It was also promised that the convicts should be 
taken out of the coal mines, but this promise was 
forgotten. 
Legislation in the interest of labor was promised, 
but practically every measure in the interest of labor 
was turned down. 
A new assessment law was promised, but this 
pledge of the Governor and his party platform was 
also thrown into the discard and no such law enacted. 
To get rid of an appointee of Governor Hooper and 
to make room for a partisan, an attempt was made 
to legislate the game warden out of office. A bill 
abolishing the office was rushed through the Legis­
lature, and another bill passed recreating the depart­
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ment, and a partisan of the Governor appointed to 
the place. The Supreme Court declared this act un­
constitutional, and the former official was restored 
to his office. 
NOT GOOD BUSINESS. 
Was it good business to turn out of office all the 
experienced officials at once and put in their places 
men without experience and little qualification? Was 
it good business to appoint as chairman of the Board 
of Control, with almost unlimited power, not only 
over the State prisons, but also over its charitable 
institutions, a man who had not been a success in 
Ms own private business affairs. Was it good busi­
ness to take for this position a man who was working 
at a small ice factory at a salary of $75 a month, and 
put him in such a responsible place at a salary of 
$4,000 a year? Don't you think such a sudden rise 
might make Mm a little bit dizzy? 
Was it good business to put the insane asylums, 
the blind asylum, and other charitable institutions of 
the State,^fender the direction and control of a man 
who has had no experience in the management of 
such institutions, and who, under Governor Patter­
son's administration, had filled the office of fertilizer 
inspector? A fertilizer inspector under Governor 
Patterson received $1,200 a year, but as a member 
of the Board of Control he draws the fat salary of 
$3,600 a year—just three times as much. The result, 
as the books of the State prison plainly show, will 
make the people doubt that these changes indicate 
good business management. As stated hereinbefore, 
the prison had netted the State, in the three years 
prior to the change, more than $300,000—more than 
$100,000 a year. But for the succeeding year—1915— 
the main prison showed a loss of $54,000, and both 
the main prison and the Brushy Mountain prison 
show a loss of about $20,000 for that year. 
To be exact, the following figures are given as 
taken from the books: 
Net cash deficit main prison, 1915_-_' $54,744 52 
Cash excess Brushy Mountain, 1915 35,243 57 
Net cash deficit, 1915 $19,500 95 
WASTE OF THE PEOPLE'S MONEY. 
As indicative of wholesale extravagance in the ex­
penditure of the people's money in the operation of 
this so-called Board of Control, your attention is called 
to the following tabulated statement of salaries and 
perquisites for the aggregration which compose this 
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Imperious body, with their numerous servants and 
understudies: 
Salary of Chairman $ 4,000 00 
Salaries of two other members, $3,600 each 7,200 00 
Salary of Purchasing Agent 3,000 00 
Salary of Secretary of the Board 2,000 00 
Salary of Stenographer 1,200 00 
For* additional help 9,760 00 
For office furniture 1,500 00 
Rent of office 2,400 00 
For blanks, stationery, postage, bonds for 
members and secretary, telephone and 
telegraph, etc. 14,400 00 
- Total $ 45,460 00 
The people are paying dearly for the luxurious of­
fice fittings of this Board, and for servants to wait on 
these newly created moguls. 
This is one of the many similar "reforms" inaug­
urated by the present Governor who, while a candi­
date, denounced so vehemently the creation of need­
less offices and the waste of public funds. 
AGRICULTURE. 
Agriculture stands first among the industries of 
Tennessee, and it has been well said that on the 
prosperity of the farmer depends the prosperity of 
all the people of the State. It is not only the oldest, 
but it is the basis of all other industries. Man can 
not live upon the earth except by the cultivation of 
the soil. In tracing the history of the human race it 
it will be found that civilization reaches the highest 
degree of perfection where the art of agriculture has 
reached its highest development. 
But its development in our country has been slow. 
It is within the memory of men now living that the 
mower and reaper has taken the place of the cradle, 
and the thresher superseded the flail. In some sec­
tions the sower still goes forth to sow, as in Biblica 
times, with a bag of grain under his arm, although 
within recent years the grain drill has come to be 
generally used. It was not until 1862 that the United 
States Department of Agriculture was established, 
and not until 1889 did ita secretary become a mem­
ber of the president's cabinet. The Government now 
expends more than $25,000,000 annually m carrying 
on the work of this department. But it is only within 
the last few years that, under the stimulus of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, through its 
experiment stations and demonstration agents farm­
ing has been developed and great improvement made 
In farm methods. The farm products of the Unite 
States now total annually more than tern billion dol­
lars. 
What about Tennessee? While our State excels 
many others in the variety and richness of its min­
eral resources, it is primarily an agricultural State, 
and at one time—in .1840—stood first in the Union in 
the production of corn. The settlement and develop­
ment of the great corn growing states in the Middle 
West has taken that distinction away from Tennes­
see, and besides it has not kept pace with develop­
ment in other sections. Tennessee is not producing 
anywhere near what it should be producing. It is 
true we have many progressive farmers, but the 
acreage cultivated by successful farmers is small 
compared to that farmed at by small farmers and 
tenants with their unscientific methods. 
The Tennessee Department of Agriculture was es­
tablished by act of the General Assembly nearly fifty 
years ago. 
The first commissioner appointed under the act was 
James B. Killebrew, a progressive and able man and 
one who knew more about the resources of Tennes­
see than any man of his time. But the means at his 
disposal were so limited that he did not accomplish 
a great deal. Since his time, up to 1911, with one 
or two exceptions (W. W. Ogilvie was a thoroughly 
competent and honest official), the State Department 
has been used mainly to provide places for partisans. 
When Governor Hooper went into office he apppinted 
to the position of Commissioner of Agriculture a 
thoroughly practical and capable man, who injected 
life into the department and made it of some 
benefit to the farmers of the State. It was during 
Commissioner Peck's administration of that depart­
ment that State Veterinarian Dr. George R. White, 
with the co-operation of the Federal Government, 
eradicated the Texas fever tick from the State, re­
leasing the entire State from a quarantine that had 
been a great handicap to the cattle industry, and 
also made great progress in the eradication of hog 
cholera, through the establishment of a State anti-
hog cholera serum plant, from which serum for the 
prevention of hog cholera was distributed to the 
farmers of the State at cost of manufacture. When 
the present administration came into power, that 
plant was closed down, and remains closed to this 
day, the administration refusing to operate it or to 
sell or lease it to private parties who desired to op­
erate a plant for the manufacture of serum, and 
forcing the farmers of Tennessee to go to other states 
for serum. Was this good .business? 
Under the present administration the Department 
of Agriculture seems to have had a relapse to its 
former usages. The number of assistant inspectors 
has been doubled. If anything has been done except 
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the collection of taxes on fertilizer, feeds and seeds, 
the people have no evidence. What has been done 
along this line the public has no way of knowing, its 
no reports have been published. 
TO REACH THE SMALL FARMER. 
I am in favor of such an administration of the De­
partment of Agriculture, through whatever means 
may be necessary, as will tend to carry the gospel of 
better farming to the small farmer of the State. 
Heretofore the work of both Federal and State De­
partments has not reached this class of farmers to 
the extent that it should have done. Every effort 
should be made to reach these men and benefit them, 
and if I am elected Governor it shall be my aim to 
see the department conducted, through co-operation 
"with the Federal Government and other agencies of 
the State, in such manner as to be of the greatest 
benefit to the small farmers, who have not hereto­
fore had the opportunity to study scientific methods, 
and who has been sadly neglected. 
AN UNJUST TAX ON THE FARMER. 
Under the law as it now stands the tax on fertil­
izer is an unjust burden on the farmers of the State. 
The money so collected fa» exceeds the amount ap­
propriated by the State for agricultural purposes, and 
the surplus is converted into the general fund of the 
treasury, making it in fact a special tax on the 
farmer for the .benefit of other industries in the State. 
This should be remedied. The tax should be reduced, 
or else all the money so collected by the State should 
be expended in such manner as to help the farmers 
of the State. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 
That the health of the people is the greatest asset 
of the State is a self-evident truth, and the work of 
the State and Federal governments in preserving it 
is a matter worthy of serious thought. It is not, how­
ever, receiving the attention that it should have. 
Medical science has discovered the cause and also 
the Cure and the means of preventing many of the 
diseases which have in the past been so destructive 
to life in Tennessee. The death rate in the State 
last year is evidence that the State has not done its 
duty along this line. The Department of Health has 
done what it could with the means placed at its dis­
posal by the Legislature, but the appropriations have 
been insufficient. The present secretary of the State 
Board, Dr. R. Q. Lillard, and the State Registrar of 
Vital Statistics, Dr. H. H. Shoulders, are competent 
and efficient men, and have been doing good work. 
I am in favor of and will support such measures as 
will strengthen the administration of the health de­
partment. We need a larger hygienic laboratory, and 
we need to avail ourselves of the assistance which 
the International Health Commission has so gener­
ously offered (which is to give a dollar for every dol­
lar the State appropriates for rural sanitation work). 
We need a department of sanitary engineering to aid 
the cities and towns in the State in solving their 
sanitation problems. We need some progressive leg­
islation such as is now in forge in some other states 
along this line. We need to take some more definite 
action with reference to our tuberculosis problem. 
In fact, we should devote Our energies ungrudgingly 
to the conservation of our human' resources, and when 
we do this our material wealth will become corre­
spondingly greater and our homes better and happier. 
PUBLIC EDUCATION. 
Thirty-three and one-third per cent of the gross rev • 
enues of the State is, by act of the General Assembly, 
set aside for public education in the State. This fund 
is sufficient to do great work for education in the State, 
and would, if the school laws were properly admin­
istered and the money wisely spent. But it seems to 
me that too little attention is being given to the rural 
schools of the State. The children in the rural dis­
tricts are entitled to and should have opportunities 
for education. Upon their proper training and de­
velopment will depend in large measure the future 
growth and prosperity of the State. The public school 
system of the State is not what it ought to be, but if 
the benefits of education are to be placed within the 
reach of all the people, it must be through the com­
mon schools within the reach of every child in the 
State, however remote its residence and poor its sur­
roundings. The history of our times shows that we 
must depend on the rural districts to furnish us the 
best material out of which the successful professional 
and business men are made, and that from the rural 
districts must come also those who are to manage 
our public affairs. It is necessary and right that we 
see that they are afforded every opportunity for edu­
cation. 
POLITICS AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
I favor the maintenance of the high schools and the 
larger institutions for teacher training, but it will 
not do to devote too much attention and money to 
them to the neglect of the rural schools. I have al­
ways favored, and favor now, liberal appropriations 
by the State for educational purposes, but the best 
result® can never be attained until fbe public school 
system is completely divorced from politics. The 
State Board of Education has been packed with par-
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tisans of the present administration by increasing 
the membership from six to nine, and the board au­
thorized hereafter to elect the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, fix his tenure of office and his 
salary. The alleged purpose of the bill was to "take 
the department out of politics," but its real effect was 
to make it a part of the political machine of the Gov­
ernor, as shown by the fact that the Governor, who 
had the appointing power, named political favorites 
to the places created. As long as the State Depart­
ment of Education is made a football in politics, the 
school children of the State are bound to suffer, for 
politics will not permit of the proper administration 
of such a department. „ 
The State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
under the control of this partisan board, has issued 
an order to the public school teachers of the State, 
prohibiting the teaching of anything in the common 
free school—the rural school—that is taught in the 
high school, thereby limiting the children in the 
country schools to the primary studies. I consider 
this action altogether arbitrary and unreasonable, 
and a reflection upon the dignity and reputation of 
our great State. In the name of simple justice, why 
should these children who, perforce of circumstances 
beyond their control, can not go beyond the common 
free school, be denied the right and privilege of study­
ing such books as might be taught to children of 
more fortunate surroundings? This is a clear dis­
crimination against the poor and it deserves the 
severest condemnation. 
I favor continued liberal support by the State of 
its university at Knoxville. That institution has done 
and is doing great work for education in Tennessee, 
especially among the farmers, through its experiment 
station and extension work of the college of agricul­
ture. 
TAXATION. 
I believe that one of the most pressing needs of 
Tennessee at the present time is a revision of its as­
sessment laws. Our present antiquated laws on this 
subject have done and are doing more tha* any other 
one thing to prevent the development of the resources 
of the State and the growth of its manufacturing in­
dustries and other business. As at present admin­
istered, an unjust proportion of the burden of taxa­
tion is borne by the small real estate owner—the men 
who own the small farms and the modest homes of 
the State and manufacturing plants and legitimate 
business enterprises—while millions of dollars in the 
shape of stocks and bonds and mortgages escape the 
assessor and contribute nothing to the support of the 
government that protects them in their ownership. 
If elected Governor of Tennessee, I will do every­
thing in my power to have laws enacted that will 
more equitably distribute the burden of taxation 
among all kinds and classes of property. 
THE STATE DEBT. 
Under the administration of Governor McMillin, I 
believe, the sinking fund act was passed by the Gen­
eral Assembly, and under its operation several mil­
lion dollars of the State debt was paid, reducing it, as 
I remember, from about $18,000,000 to somewhere be­
tween $11,000,000 and $12,000,000. However, the in­
creased cost of government and the large appropria­
tions for various purposes, left nothing to go into the 
sinking fund, and for several years practically noth­
ing has been paid on the principal, the State finding 
it necessary at times to borrow money to meet in­
terest payments. Under the present administration 
the debt has been refunded, new bonds, running 
forty years and bearing 4 and 41 per cent interest 
being issued and the old bonds taken up and can­
celled. 
In this connection it i® well to call attention to the 
fact that the present administration has added $1,-
000,000 to the bonded debt of the State, having bor­
rowed that amount to meet a deficit alleged to have 
been found by a partisan legislative committee. When 
the State debt was refunded this $1,000,000 was in­
cluded in the amount of new forty-year bonds issued. 
This is unprecedented in the financial history of the 
State—an administration borrowing money on forty-
year bonds to meet current expenses. 
What of the condition of the State treasury today? 
On October 4th there was a balance in the treasury, 
in round numbers, of $111,000; If the highway fund 
of about $140,000, collected on auto taxes, for use in 
the various counties, is carried in the general fund, 
then there is a deficit in the treasury of $29,000 or 
$30,000. 
If elected Governor I will favor revitalizing the 
sinking fund act, and by an economic and business 
administration of the State's affairs set aside each 
year a sum sufficient to pay the interest and make a 
substantial reduction of the principal. 
PUBLIC HIGHWAYS. 
The rapid increase of population and the growth 
of business of all kinds in our State, as well as in the 
entire country, has made means of transportation 
and travel one of the most important questions with 
which we have to deal. The State of Tennessee has 
never had any road laws that were worthy of 
the name. The old system of taxing the labor of the 
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country to maintain the public roads, while -serving 
a good purpose at the time of its origin, is now anti­
quated and places too great a proportion of the tax 
on the poor man. I favor such revision of the road 
laws as will remedy this condition, and believe that 
the burden of maintaining the public highways of 
the State should be born by those who reap their 
greatest benefit. I favor the enactment of laws so 
broad that they will result in the construction, under 
modern business methods, of a system of permanent 
highways for the State. 
TEMPERANCE LAWS. 
The platform of the Republican party declares for 
the retention and enforcement of our temperance 
laws—laws that could not have been and would not 
have .been written in the statutes-without the aid of 
Republican votes. I stand squarely upon the plat­
form adopted by the convention which nominated me. 
I have been a prohibitionist all my life. I am no re­
cent convert. I was voting for prohibition constitu­
tional amendments when many of the men who are 
now loudest in their advocacy of prohibition were 
trying to down the liquor traffic by the consumption 
method. The liquor question has been settled and 
settled right, and there is no longer any prohibition 
issue or cause for argument or agitation on this ques­
tion, which in the p^st has convulsed the State and 
aroused its inhabitants as no other issue since the 
great Civil War. 
I believe in the strict enforcement of all laws, be­
cause disregard of the law breed® anarchy, and an­
archy means chaos. 
DOUBLE DEALING. 
It is a well known fact that my opponent was 
elected Governor of Tennessee mainly by the votes 
of the large cities of the State, together with the 
votes of what is known as the "liberal element" in 
Tennessee. It is furthermore an "open secret" that 
two years ago, while the present Governor wasi cam­
paigning the State, asserting with great emphasis 
his belief in prohibition, and pledging himself 
to the absolute extirpation of the liquor traf­
fic in Tennessee, certain well known emissaries of 
his party, whether with or without his knowledge, 
procurement and consent, were stealthily going about 
over the State, telling certain interests and individ­
uals, in subdued whispers, to pay no attention to what 
the Democratic nominee was saying—that everything 
was understood and all right. The inevitable result 
was that the Democratic candidate received all of 
the wet votes of both parties, and most of the dry 
Democratic votes, and was therefore elected. What 
followed ? 
At first, as Governor, he tried to please both ele­
ments. He attempted the impossible feat of riding 
two horses going in opposite directions, and came 
very near splitting his political trousers. But when 
he discovered that, although Governor, he could not 
stop the onward march of the prohibition cause, to 
save his political hide he abandoned his old-time 
friends, the friends who were mostly instrumental 
in bringing about his election, and went—hair and 
hide, boots and breeches—over to the other 
side. After having gone over to the other 
side, fearing the wrath of the men he had 
betrayed, innocently or otherwise, he proceeded to 
destroy them and their influence. This was indeed 
"the most unkindest cut of all." And knowing that 
this fact and action was still fresh in the minds of 
the people of the State, my opponent, in his opening 
speech at Huntingdon, on Monday, October 2d, at­
tempted to extenuate and justify himself. He knows 
that a fraud was practiced on the electorate of Ten­
nessee two years ago, and he knows that thousands 
of men were led to vote for him by false pretense 
and misrepresentation. He seeks now to dodge the 
responsibility by saying in so many words that his 
position and conviction on the prohibition question 
was doubtless misunderstood, He admits that a 
"large body of voters" were deceived. Well, Mr. 
Governor, who deceived them, and .by what authority 
were they deceived? It was charged on the stump 
and in the press at the time that this wholesale du­
plicity was going on. Why didn't you denounce it 
and expose it then? I would not deceive any man 
to be Governor of Tennessee, and I would not per­
mit any man to be deceived in my interest. I esteem 
my honor above all else in this life, and if I can not 
be elected Governor of Tennessee without deception 
and double dealing, I will welcome defeat I would 
rather have it said of me that I made a clean race, 
though defeated, than to have it said that John W. 
Overall was elected Governor but he had to deceive 
the people to get the office. 
OUR CITIES. 
I am not in favor of holding up our cities as segre­
gated areas of evii and evildoers and using them as 
footballs in politics. The large cities of Tennessee 
can .boast of populations as intelligent, progressive, 
and enterprising as any in the country. Their manu­
facturing and business enterprises are showing a 
rapid growth and development, and should be the 
pride of our State. The cities of no other State can 
boast of better schools, or better educated and more 
cultured citizens, and if I am elected Governor all 
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the encouragement that office can give will be offered 
to assist them in their continued growth and pros­
perity. 
LABOR LEGISLATION. 
From the standpoint of the public, the employer 
and the employe are both indispensable. Capital and 
labor are each necessary to the existence and wel­
fare of the other. But it ought to be a part of our1 
public policy that the wage standards should be suf­
ficient to enable the laborer to raise a family and 
educate his children as we would wish Americans to 
be educated. I shall favor any and all measures for 
the .betterment of labor conditions in Tennessee. I 
know that there has been a great deal of demagogy 
practiced in the treatment of this subject in the past, 
but so far as I am concerned, I have always been a 
consistent friend of labor, and I believe that the 
"laborer is worthy of his hire." I believe in reason­
able hours for labor, hygienic and sanitary condi­
tions, and safety and protection in the performance 
of all kinds of hazardous employments. I do not in­
tend that my declaration on this subject shall be 
taken as the usual campaign -promise made with no 
intention of performance. If I am elected Governor 
I shall back with the machinery of the executive of­
fice every measure- in the interest of labor which is 
reasonable and just, and I will not permit a viciouis 
and unholy lobby to strangle the rights and just de­
serts of the great laboring public of Tennessee. 
CONFEDERATE PENSIONS. 
The Confederate soldiers of the State are rapidly 
disappearing, and the time will soon come when they 
will .be but a memory. These brave men responded 
to the call of their State, and went forth to battle for 
a cause they believed to be right. While they lost, 
yet, after years of danger and hardship, they returned 
home, many of them broken in health, but with honor 
not only for themselves but for their State. I be­
lieve it is the sacred duty of the State to grant liberal 
pensions to these remaining heroes, and provide com­
fortable homes for them in thefr declining days. 
INSURANCE. COMPANIES. 
In our present state of society and methods of busi­
ness, it has become a necessary duty for men to carry 
fire insurance, not only to protect themselves against 
loss, but also to protect their creditors. It is also 
the duty of a man of family to carry life insurance 
to protect his family against want and hardship in 
the event of his death. I believe such laws should 
be enacted as will protect both the insurer and the 
insured. The insurance companies should be pro­
tected against unnecessary .burdens and annoyances, 
and at the same time the interests of the insured 
should be carefully guarded. 
EFFICIENCY IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 
The people of Tennessee are not stingy, but they 
demand and have a right to expect efficiency and 
economy in the administration of the various State 
institutions. They want their educational, reform­
atory and charitable institutions to equal those of 
any State in the Union, but they want and are en­
titled to have and must have a dollar's worth of gen­
uine service and a dollar's worth of actual value for 
every dollar they pay into the State treasury through 
the tax collector. 
And more than ever before the people are demand­
ing efficiency and honesty in the public service. We 
have had too much poor public service—not always 
because of dishonesty, but more often because of in­
efficiency. The time is at hand when the man who 
draws a salary from the public treasury must be on 
to his job and must give efficient service. If elected 
Governor of Tennessee, it shall be my aim, in every 
official act, including appointments to office, to see 
that the State is efficiently, honestly, and economi­
cally served. 
GOVERNOR HUGHES. 
This nation today is confronted by some of the 
greatest problems in all its history. In addition to 
the many difficult and complicated questions which 
have Vaturally grown out of our important position 
in the world, we will have to face the great crisis 
which will present itself at the close of the Euro­
pean war. Already the nations of the earth, alert to 
the situation, are getting ready for the conflict for 
industrial advantage and commercial supremacy 
which will follow quickly on the heels of that gigantic 
struggle. When the smoke of battle shall have rolled 
away and the warring nations turn their attention and 
energies to the pursuits of peace and the work of 
restoration and rehabilitation, we may expect the 
keenest rivalry in the struggle for the world's trade. 
This rivalry will extend to our own country and the 
American manufacturer and the American laboring 
man will find themselves in close competition with 
the wares produced by the cheap labor of Europe and 
Asia. This struggle will be bitter and relentless, and 
its influence will touch everybody and every interest 
in this country from the big manufacturers to the 
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little innocent children of the American laboring 
man. This country will need at its helm a man 
trained in statesmanship and diplomacy to meet the 
exigencies of that hour, and it will need that party 
whose policies stand for the protection of American 
industries and iabor, to safeguard the commercial 
and industrial standing which this nation has ac­
quired and established under a protective tariff. Hon. 
Chas. E. Hughes has been tested in the acids of cold 
experience, and the more severe the ordeal and the 
greater the responsibility, the more brilliant has been 
his service and the more resplendent his achieve­
ments. The election of Governor Hughes to the 
presidency will mean a revitalization of this nation, 
by a firm, vigorous and dignified administration of 
its affairs. 
GOVERNOR HOOPER. 
Our Senatorial nominee, Hon. Ben W. Hooper,'is 
so well known to Tennessee and Tennesseans that 
any mention of his abilities and achievements .by me 
would be superfluous. His ability is undisputed, his 
splendid courage is well recognized, and no one has 
ever had the temerity to challenge his integrity. No 
man in Tennessee is better fitted and equipped to 
represent our State in the Senate of this nation, and 
if he should be elected (and I confidently believe he 
will be), by the force of 'his strong personality he 
will attract national attention and reflect great 
credit on our State. 
MR. ABERNATHY. 
I also desire to speak a word in favor of our splen­
did candidate for Railroad Commisisjoner, Hon. Terry 
Abernathy, of Selmer. Mr. Abernathy is a lawyer of 
experience and ability, and' he is otherwise well 
equipped for the duties of this office, so vitally im­
portant fo the common people of the State. In my 
opinion, a railroad commissioner should be a man of 
some degree of judicial poise and training, and thor­
oughly imbued with the principles of right, justice, 
and common honesty, and such a man I know Terry 
Abernathy to be. 
CONCLUSION. 
As a general proposition, the candidate of either 
political party for Governor secure® his nomination 
after a heated campaign extending over several 
weeks of political manipulation and wire pulling, the 
nomination sometimes following a lavish expenditure 
of money. I am proud to say that my experience has 
been an exception to this rule. I was not a candi­
date for the Republican gubernatorial nomination, 
r and did not consent to accept it until the night be­
fore the convention was called to order. It was a 
well known fact, many weeks .before the delegates 
assembled that I would be tendered the nomination; 
but I hesitated to accept the commission from my 
party, realizing as I did the gravity and responsi­
bility imposed. With reluctance I yielded to the im-
portunities of friends, accepted the call of the people, 
and I am in the race to win. I have dedicated and 
consecrated every fiber of my being to the undertak­
ing. I believe I have the qualities which fit me for 
I the office of Governor, and I appeal to every Ten-
nessean who believes in a square deal, regardless of 
factionalism or political affiliation, to support me in 
my race. If elected, I pledge to our State honest, 
unselfish, and diligent service. I promise you that I 
will reform our badly neglected prison system, and 
restore it to a profitable basis. I promise you that 
I will reform.our agricultural department, and see 
that the farmers of Tennessee, large and small, and 
particularly the small ones, receive the benefits 
which the department was instituted to render. I 
promise you that the school .system shall be re­
formed so that the rural communities, with their 
y bright boys and girls—the hope of the commonwealth 
—shall have every educational facility that skill and 
ingenuity can provide. If elected Governor of Ten­
nessee, I promise you that my activities will not 
cease with the inaugural ceremonies. I shall not sit 
in the executive chamber with my arms folded, a 
veritable Sphinx, as it were, while the industries, the 
institutions, and the credit of the State suffer for 
lack of that attention which only hard and efficient 
labor can give. I stand for a bigger, greater, and 
more illustrious Tennessee—a Tennessee proud and 
efficient, a State loved and revered at home and 
honored and respected abroad, a State of real achieve­
ments. And if after I shall have been elected your 
Governor I find that I am unable to fulfill my pledges 
to you, I shall have the fortitude and the decency to 
resign the office and return it to the people, to whom 
It belongs. 
I am a Southerner and a Tennessean. My ances­
tors came here one hundred and thirty-five years ago 
and conquered the wilderness with your forefathers.* 
I am no alien seeking office but I am a Tennessean 
—blood of your blood and bone of your bone. 
Very sincerely, 
^ — 4 
